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Petice Possibilities^ 

During the past naonth wq have been treated to two 
discusfliona on peace poBsibilitie^ : one m the House of Commoug 
and one in the Duma. The former was initiated by Philip 
Snowdenj who, in an eloquent speech, asked whether there wag 
no alternative to the coloKsal expenditure of men and money, 
and whether all that it was hoped to gain by continuing the 
war could not be as easily obtained now. He aghed the 
Government to state ite ternig of peace. The reply by the 
Prime Jlinister, in his usual equiv^ocal phraseology, wa.s a 
repetition of his former ambigiioue etatements about crushing 
Prussian Militarism, restoring and iodemuifying gmall 
nationalities, etc., etc- Sa^onof!, in the Duma, said the same 
thing. Pruasianiaoi,” he eaid, “must he cmshed for ever, 
otherwise all the Bacrihoea of the iULies would be in vsin," What 
balderdash! And they know iL hdr while Asquith speaks 
about crnabing militarifim, etc., Euneiman gives the show away 
by deolariug that Germany must never he allowed to raise her 
head in the commercial world. Which, of course, ig the real 
object, but not so likely to foster the patriotic passion which 
inspires men to gladly give their lives, and without which the 
war would not last another day. In any case, militariam can 
never he crushed by militarigtn, for on it rests the strength of 
the State ; and a more sini&ter and dangerous militarism is 
crushing us here whilst we are supposed to be crushing the 
Prussian variety. The war will cease and militarism end 
when the woTkeiraj realising their power* rise up and declare 
themselves unwilling to assist further in the prosecution of the 
war. If Mr. Snowden and his friendg are sincere £u their 
eUcrts, they mugt gee that those to whom they are appealing are 
hardly likely to call a halt on sentimental grounds. The halt 
will be called when the workers halt* 

Revival of the Inquisilion. 

i^ever before have wo had such s spectacle of humbug and 
hypocrisy as that presented by the Tribunals to hear appeals 
for exemptions from those liable for military service. To say 
that the whole affatr is a farce is to put ft mildly ; it le more* it 
ifi a disguBting eiamplg of despotism in its most tyrannical and 
brutal form. Young men, with or without genuine couacientiomg 
objectioDH* placing their faith ia the holy pledges of the 
Government that they would be fairly treated, enhmit to a 
cross-examination upon their objections, and are bullied* 
browbeaten, insulted, and harasBed by stupid queatfong* made 
to answer irrelevant inquiries, and swept aside to Join without 
any of their points beicig touched upon. We were told that the 
Tribunals were to be civil courts, but it appears that, for 
example, at the City Tribunal, the military representative. Major 
EothBchild, has mors to say than any one else* and ifl clearly 
the most important man present. Tt ig not possible to give even 
a few' of the more giaiiug cases of brutal treatment exercised 
by these inquisitor*, whose stock question appears to be; 
“ What would you do If the Germans were at your gate ? 
This surely touches the depth of stupidity, and guch queries 
need an equally stupid rejoinder. But* Judging the Tribunals 
by their first weeFs working, it is apparent that the beat course 
lor the man who has made mp hie mind not to serve ie to simply 
ignore them. We never Lad much faith in Ministerial promises ; 
we have none now. 


“ But we have three Labour menmbers in tho Government 1 ” 
“We have. And at the Bar of History bow will they or their 
friends answer the charge that these assaults upon our civil 
liberties only became serious in number and in intensity after 
the Labour repreaerttativee hei>d ejitercd the Government?"' — 
* Glasgow f’oficinrd* 


In the Name of Liberty 1 

Tu support of our diatrust of thg Tribunals wg might quote 
tho Sf^r of February 25, wherein they asfc for a “square 
deal ” 

“ It will be a long time before the mingled blundering and 
duplicity of the Conscript ion era in England is forgotten. Take 
the widow’s son. Mr. Walter Long said in the House of 
Commons on January IS : 

*' Kobody desires to take the only aon of hia mother who is 
a widou^ and looks to her son for maintenance and support 
and relies upon him practically for everything in the world/ 

Tho Tribunals under the new War Office sevew are in fact 
taking the only sons of widows who are dependent npon them, 
or only granting a brief postponement. Yesterday Mr. Walter 
Long sent out an official circular in which he suggested to the 
Tribunals that they were not to consider what ' serioug 
hardship ^ might be caused to the widow if her son were 
killed, b^it only what hardship might be caused to her if he 
were called up—which, ag an exercise in casuistry, will take a 
great deal of beating* All this time we are still bidden to 
\truet the Ttibunala.' * * . * If this ig what Mr. Long and the 
Government mean by ‘ trusting the Tribunals,' it is a curious 
method of showing their confidence. What the public are 
demanding is a ‘ square deal/ ag Mr. Koosevelt once put it, and 
they seem very unlikely to get it.^’ 

The widow’s son ia not the only victim* There are hundreds 
of cases of men with businesses being told to seU up, and given 
a month Or aii weeks in which to do it, which spells absolute 
ruLn. So apart from the man opposed to the war and militarism* 
xtfbo expects little sympathy for holding onpopular opiniongi. 
the new inqtdeition is outdoing its predecessor. How long, we 
wonder, will the infamy be permitted to exist ? And in the 
interests of a War of Liberty ! 


The Soldier's Reward* 

A graleful country will reward you” was the message 
given to Britain's soldiers in the past* It is hiHtory how they 
were rewarded, We have seen men with street organs, in the 
workhouge, or reduced to beggary as a reward for their services. 
But that was in iLe past. When the great cry went forth for 
men for this war* they were to be treated in, a manner worthy of 
their great eaeriEce. But how have our rulers carried out their 
promise ? “A Guardsman invalided out of the Army stated at 
a London police court that he had been discharged for frostbite* 
and was not receiving any pension or allowance*” Up to the end 
of 1915t tiLclvc fhijusarid men were invalided out of the Amty 
icilhout a jjcnRKUi. The explanation of the Government Is 
simple. “ These men were weak or defecUve when they entered, 
and the strain of militaTy service has produced the iUness for 
which they are discharged- and if pensions are to be allowed, 
the medical examination must be made more thorough, which 
would, mean a greater iuorease of rejections and leas men for the 
Army.”^ This is in effect the reply of the Government. It 
carries its own commentary. 

Patriotism and Profit, 

The scandal of the exorbitant freight charges and gigantic 
profitg of the shipping companies has again been filling qur 
daily I^ess. It has cropped up periodlcftlty since the war began, 
and it still stands where it did. The Government readily find 
a plausible excuse, and go so far as to take contiol of the 
shipping (but not the profits). They refer in glowing tetmg 
to the patriotic manner in which these cartion crows have 
assisted the Govemment in the matter of transport, but it is 
plain to see that the shipping companies, like the capitaliata 
generally, are making hay while the sun shines. They are 
taking the opportunity to fill their coffers, and never mind at 
whose expense. It happens that* as ubusI, it is the workers who 
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are paying in Idcxeased cost of OTeiything; jot they aak 

for an increase of 5a. cm their usual -10a., the cry that is raised is 
auggeative of the revolution. They are decried ae mercenary 
cowards^ unwilling to £ght, bui anxiaue to make all they can. 
Yet where is the difference between an increase of Ss. on 40a. 
and an increase to 75s. per ton on coal to Genoa, which formerly 
was carried for 7s, ? The only difference i& the modesty of the 
workers^ demands. We do not suggeat that the Government 
should take complete control of the shipping, but we do suggest 
that the workers should be equally patriotic and go in for the 
whole hog. When the workers are filled with the same kind of 
patriotism a.^ that inspiring the shipping magnates, we shall he 
in for UTLOthor kind of war—-and it will not he in Flanders or 
Mesopotamia, 


“ Economy in all things,'^ eaya the Premier, muet be rigidly 
exercised by the nation if we are to pull through. A wiee 
saying no doubtt for all leoogniee the value of economy, - whether 
it is in energy or goods, Eut the value of thoso platitudinous 
injunctions of men; like Aeqnith is entirely lost when their 
actions are balanced with their words. ITc is getting £5,000 a 
year, and he says, “I mean to continue taking itJ' But ae an 
earnest of his endeavour to assist the nation, he and his 
colleagues have agreed to accept 25 per cent, of their salaries in 
war vouchers—’fit 5 per cent, interest. Economy on those tines 
is easy, but what of the old-age pensioner with Ss. per week 
and the value of a sovereign reduced to between lUs, and ! 
Even the papers of the weal thy are warning them not to make 
an ostentatious display of their wealth, and at the same time 
chiding workers for buying boots at a pair. Economy for 
the workers ia a good teit to preach on, bnt in timea of peace 
onr daily portion is meagre, and to still further reduce it spells 
starvation, and worse. No, it will not do. Aaquitb and Co. 
must find some other stick wherewith to beat the workers. To 
prate of economy is only aggravating the feeling of resentment 
which, is rapidly spreading through the cmiiitry. We do not 
want to eeoaomise in the nccoessaries of life, we want them 
available for all. 


The Northcliffe Press, having played a heroic part in the 
agitation, in favour of Co^nscriptiou for single men, is now urging 
the Government to go “ the W'hole hog.” No sooner had the 
ililitary Service Bill bocorne law than the Military Correspondent 
of the 2 iTnea started shrieking for more. Labour,” he wrltesj 
“ 80 far as it was represented at Bristol, has made a marginal 
note upon the Act, but has decided not to agitate in favour of 
repeal, .... The opponents of the Act, having made their 
protest, fall into line, and the general order is * Steam ahead '' ” 
The Daily Newm, commenting on theas lines and endeavouring 
to square the circle of e-spodioncy, declares those seatences 
represent either a f undanieatal and ineicusable ignorance of the 
attitude of Labour or an attempt to take a grossly unfair 
advantage of its loyalty and public spirit.” No use for the 
Daily iS'ewe to make oicuses for its con temporary % blunt 
truthfulness. The murder ia out, and the docility of Labour 
duly recognised and soon to bo rewarded, it seems, with still 
more Conscription. Labour, through the instrumentality of its 
loaders, Las fallen an easy victim, and the capitalist Ib'esE does 
well to swagger and talk of "Steam ahead!” Labour having 
once blundered down a wrong turning, ia likely to havo to take 
a good many more wrong turnings before finding the right 
road again, Bnt if Labour, the wooden-headed, can but grasp 
the fall significance of that Steam ahead ! ** it might assist a 
little towards the speedy finding qf the lost road. 


The voice of property ia oallinig, and certainly in a very 
high-pitched tone. The eternal wrongs it suffers—this is the 
burden of its cry. And hero and there in the papers, acattored 
surely in unguarded moments, we find the truth—naked and 
unashamed—without raiment or disguise. ""'The more single 
men/^ we read, opposed to married men, who can be 
utilised for the Army, the fewer homes we shall b 0 To broken 
and the fewer changes house property will undergo.^’ And this 
is followed up in a doleful wait over Sir Alfred klond'e Bill, 
which, if passed, would enable any man called up for naval or 
military service to apply to the Courts for relief from contracts 
when he is unable to meet the liabilities they involve- The 
measure is limited to tenancies where the rent dc^es not exceed 
£30 a year in London and in the provinces. Those who 
are acquainted with the past history of this worthy llember 
would certainly not accuse him of revolutionary tendencies, yet 
the wail became something like a roar when the property owners 
and representatives of Insurance companies, who also t^ppened 


to be Members of Parliament, attacked the Bill, They called 
ths proposals immoroJl, and said that the proposed moratorium 
was mere robbery under legislative form. And, of qourse, 
although they are in rarliament ostensibly to guard the inleresta 
of their conetituents, a vital matter such os this bo nearly 
iuterferieg with their profits must be tockled and their active 
opposition prosecuted with all energy, and they will no doubt 
successfully defend their rights. But he who is still antiquated 
enough to believe in our preemus syetom of repressotative 
Government can ruminate upon the moral and sadly adorn 
the tale. 


A 'bus conductor who had been a victim of a Zeppelin raid 
was, on I’ebruary 23, up against those amiable twins, Patriotiem 
and Profit. And very incorrigible they proved. As he was 
injured whilst on duty, he daimed compensatioa from his 
employers, the Loudon General Omnibus Company. The victim 
lost his left eye and had since been employed by the Company at 
a lower wage. Patriotism and Profit proved sympathetic but 
obdurate, and dismissed the man's claim, holding that he was 
not exposed to special risk. But that lowered wage is clear 
evidence that where the two Fa come into conflict, its always the 
former that goes under- 

Robert Blatcbford has been telling the readers of the TPcefelj/ 
that the State should be run on businesa lines. " Tar 
luxury and think nationally,” he declares. Thia alone will save 
the F.nipiTQ from red Tuin. All-round State control alnne will 
do the trick. All dee is futile, it seems. Because the British 
Navy is a State-managed service, so all else should be State- 
owned, State-controlled. But he overlooks one important point, 
that since the war we have been State-owned and State-controlled, 
until the State and tyranny have become interchangcablo terma, 
and even a person of most obtuse undersmndmg can ace in the 
State the hateful institution of oppretaion it really is. No, 
Robert, your iilustratiou of the State-managed Navy is ju&t a 
little unfortunate, and we note you fore bore to speak of a 
State-mao aged Army, having some recoIleetloD of n Dirdanelles 
expedition iwrhaps; but no sensible pereoa will dream of 
thinking nationally along the lines you indicate, for the robber 
State haa bound ub, gagged ua, and robbed ua, and we do not 
propose to turn the other cheek. 


The sentence of six mouths^ imprisonment paaaed on ilrs. 
Nellie Beat is a particularly infamous one, and should cMl for 
active protests from all liberty-lovers. As honorary secretary of 
the Women's Anti-Conscriptioii League, she had pubUshod 
certain leatleta against recruiting and conscription. Her spirited 
defence ia one that should appeal to all Anarchists, and her 
high courage in GcmfeBaing that sho had done her utmost to 
prejudice recruiting since the outbreak of war is particularly 
inspiring. " She was proud,” she deckred, that she had 
succeeded in keeping hundreds of lads from enlisting.” The 
vicious sentence, we may be aune, was passed beoansc of her 
unrepentant attitude, for authority is alfvayB particularly 
indulgent to the penitent. We congratulate her for having 
defied the law and set an example which we hope will bear 
speedy fruit. 

Under the heading " Anarchist Outrages,” the Daily Narii 
held forth on February 1 on. the Zeppelin menaoo, and quoted 
from the Spanish paper Dl Fafs. There is nq difference,’'' says 
this paper, “ between Zeppelin raids and Anarchist outrages,” 
and urges neutral nations to protest against the criminal 
proceedings, if only to Safeguard the conquests of civiliBation* 
Thisj of coursOj the Da^y A'cu:e endorses, declaring the raids 
Anarchist ontrpgee ” and a dental of all law. Now, although 
most hirelings of the Pre&s_ know ^ perfectly i^ll what Anarchism 
stands for, yet it always suits their purpose to traduce it. Thus 
the murder of the Archduke and Archduchess Ferdinand of 
Austria^in rTnnc, 1914, was bksoaed abroad as the work of 
Ansrebiets, though etibaequBnt facts proved It to have been 
perpetrated by Serbian Nationalists. The Daily we 

suppose, haa_ never heard of Anarchist morality, which would 
make impoeeiblc crimes like the Zeppelin raids or the aeroplane 
attacks by the British- These outrages, far from being a denial 
of all law, are the lost word m international law which Bucceesive 
ll^ue conferences elaborated so carefully for years. The State 
with the connivance of other States, cannot or^nise for murder 
and then pretend to be surprised when such incidenta take 
place. They rightfully fall iuto the category of war, and war we 
know is hell. It is the last word in capitalist exploitation and 
“ civilisation.” 
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THE MAN WHO WOULD NOT KILL. 


Thin -iif a iruK ilnr ^—£i of T^l liffi i'Wji'M, It told 

to E Eicliard .ScAaysr, ran- ./ItiisTt'crtii w.'riSsr, hy mt old itclioolmtiiitiT irt 
Alonididitt^ Fra^iss. Mr. Sci^ai/eJ' rf.toE^ ii! tJa tlie '‘^A i?ierKffl?i 


"Thig If? the story olE a- man who would not kill,” began the old 
jichtiolmaHter. "'Jle came to me two years ago, fresh, from hie thrae 
jiearfi of military service, which he had hated, with letters frqm imitubl 
frienda. i took Kitn m my assistant instructor, 

Paul sHaeigriv wag- hij> nfttne. He wae pale, hut strong, with 
the pallor of too many nij^ht hnurg given to study. His blank eyes 
had all the liro and piurcirig quality to be found in lifadcra in thought 
and argument. But ho was t|uiet, studious and kind, and kept very 
much to himself. Everyone loved him—the pupils adored him. With 
them be was aL gentleness and gaiety, but firm enough, when need 
be, to inspire respect and obedience. They learned rapidly under his 
tutelage, and I was delighted with him. 

"When war came so suddenly down upon us, Paul held himsoif 
aloof frtjru all the e^ccitement, the public meetings a.nd Rpot-fohcs- The 
morning lliat Germanydeclaration of war became kaOwn to US I 
asked Paulwliat were hls thoughts. T shall never forget the expression 
On Ilia face Eis he looked straight luto my eyes, his own gleamiiig with 
the light of strong resolve, and answered j 

“ * War is without reason or es.euse—a hideous, a shameful thing, 

X shall have nothin" to do with it I ^ 

"For a moment the full import of his words did not make iL-ielf 
clear to me. Dien I said, in my astonishment ; 

* But, then, yon wil] have bo go all the same ivhen the call for 
the reserves of yonr clgiss comes/ 

“ He smiEmJ gently, No,' he replied- ' Xqthing shall ever force 
me to take up arms aj 5 airLsfc mv fellow rnen.“ 

* ytiu uieum>^ 1 tjried, ‘ that you Tvill rE^tfusc to go when France 

calle '1' 

' Pracifiuly,’ ho replied. 

’’"But that would be madness!^ I exclaimed. 'It would Ije 
shameful! They wiU force you to go—or imprison you—or worse/ 

' Whatevci- they do to me,’ he answered, ' they cannot mako me 
fight. It is monstrous, this war. It is the work of diplcmatH and 
CiOvomments, not of the peoples. It is legabsed murder, I shall not 
commit murder for my country nor for any power on the faoe oE the 
earth. That is my resolve, hst ns talk of something else/ 

"I did not continue the argument, thinking his resolution but 
that of a visionary who, when the time came, won id go like tli* rest, 
regardless o^f his beliefs or creeds. It eeemwi that I was right, for 
when the call came a few days later Faul wa.g prevailed upon by his 
friends to present himself at the necnjiting otlioe and receive his ordnira- 
Tt had tieen arranged for hitn fchroLigli some influential friends in Paris 
that he should be detaiJed for olerical work In the commissary 
department, where hg would not have to light. 

“ Hu catiio to me in his uniform to say good-bye. He told me of 
LLb e.^pEcCed assignment. * I’or that rE^ason lilone I have submitted 
myaelf to tho militnry GyatOuj,'' he Said. ' I hato it all, all of it. I hate 
this uniform. Jr is the badge of blood’lust and hutchorj'—of man in 
his lowest, most bestial guise. I am a cow-ard. 1 have sacrifieed my 
beliefs, my ideals, to this extent- But further than this I shall not go. 
T nliall not fight—I will iiob kilt—^no matter what they do to me. 
FaK-iwell, my old friend, my father ! ’ 

" Eo went with hi.s regiment to some point of mobdisattan nE>ar 
Paris. A week later I rEjeeived a postcard. He wag still drilling 
with his regiment, hot ho was e.xpec-ting every day to ho given the 
promised post on thEi commissary etaflf. The ensuing we^ta were filled 

with tha terror anrl clamour □£ war. 

■"One Tooming the school door opened and in walked Paul. He 
was dresged in hia old suit of black. Ills face wsa Itaggard and drawn 
under hig uoat of tan, but his eyes bfa:^ed as evar witii his unconquer¬ 
able spirit. The children shouted with joy bs thijy rocegnised him. 
Discipline thrown aside, they clamonretl about him arid plied him with 
questiong as ho struggled forward to my desk and reached for my hand, 
“ ' Silence, my httle onee/ he criix]. ' I have come hack to teach 
you. Return to yonr placeo.* 

■" It wfUR almost, the hour of recces, bo I permitted the pupils to 
scamper off, shouting the glad tidings of Paul’s return to everyone 
they met on the struct. 

" Silently, I waited for hlo explanation. He looked at me, and 
smiled grimly, 

“ ‘ It is finighafb^ he said, ‘ They tricked me. I was not given a 
clerical poeition- ^ly regiraerit was ordered to the front day before 
yesterday, T went with them, hopiEig to tho lost that I should get the 
promised work. Tliat night w^e camped within a mite of the trenches 
and were told that the morning w^ould find ua in battle. I came away. 
In the con fusion I was not stopf^ at the railroad station. I hss'e 
thrown my det^egtahlo uniform into the elosot. This ia my proper 
dress. I am a tgawhnr, not a butcher May I stay with yon ag of old 
until they come for mo 1 It will not bo long/ 

"I "pleaded with him in tears. I picturerl the dangers of his 
position, the contempt and anger of htg towngfotk— how they would 
miAunderstAnd his motives and look upon him as a traitor and coward. 
I told him he would be tried, convict^, and probably shot. 


“"I know all that,^ he replied, ' It U useless to argue with me. 

If you do not w'ant me to come to the school, I shall stay aw'ay and 
wait for them in my room. But I ghould like to W here, at my work, 
when they send for me.''’ .... 

1 b seemed a little thing to do for him, who was so detorminod to 
throw' his tify uwuy for a belief, an ideal I ooosonted. That day he 
finLslicd the afternoon ses-sion in his old capacity and then walked 
about tho town. Where once ho had encountered nothing but smiling 
friendliness and cheerful greotings, he now met only suspicious glances 
and interrogation. To all (lueationers he replied, simply, that he had 
returned to teach echool- 

" By night all the town knew that Paul Savjgny had loft his 
regiment, resumerl civil attire, and was again teaching schooL The 
news of hig rE.‘tyiini reached the military authorities, T was visited by 
a staff officer and closely questioned. I gave as little inforcuation aa 
pogglble. 

action was taken that nighty but 'the nest morning, while 
the children were in the midst -of their gramirar lesson and Paul stood 
demonstrating at the blackbonrdj the expected happened. Wo heard 
tho thud of feet outside the door, a sharp oommand, the ring of rifle 
butts on the cobbles, anti the door wag jerkgti open by a young officer, 

“ ' Fanl yftvigny," he demanded, 

“' I am hare, Slongieur,.’ an.gwered Paul quietly from his poet at 
the blacklward, 

" '■ You are wanted at licadquarterL at oncc. Come E ’’ 

"Pant reachfg;! up Eo the top of tho blackboard and wrote, in his 
firm, clear liand, the littlo scntencD you notleed to-day when you were 
in my auhoolroom: ' La guerre, eat une beta sauvage qui ■duvore la 
civilisation.^ Turning to the children, he said ; 

■“ ' Good-bye, my little onea. That is my last lesson. ^ Study it well 
and never forget it.' . , . , 

■“Paul’s trial, in camera, was swift and brief. We learned 
afterwards that he made no exonse-s or evasipiiK, content^Eiig himsolE 
■merelv with the e^Kplai^atiori that bo would not fight, lui'd that when 
he ha'll found the promigo of s. oleri[;al pogitiOn uiiEuIiilled he bad left 
the army au[l retuna ii3 to hig praEtisaivta. Ho 'Was found guilty o£ 
cowardii:o and tlesertion in the face of tbc ciicmy and condemned to be 
shot. Hg Tft'asi to die a dog’s death, despised by all hia former friends— 
the most loathed thing known to uian.” 

Tbc old schooilmaster’a voice broke into a husky whisper. He 
rose to liLs foot. “Come, Moosieur,” he said. 

■\Yo passed a big white building sitting back from the road. 
Sentries at the gate and soldiers moving about w'ithln the enclosare 
suggested a barracks or headquarters. A little way beyond, the town 
merged into, the open countcy. Oa the left the white stuccoed w'aU of 
a hillside cemetery met the road. The little graveyard was built in 
terraces up the steepest part of the hill, 

A narrow gtrip of grass .separated the wall from the road. Hera 
my guide came to a h^t and I -saw, close agaio-st the »'a]J, a low 
mouod marked by a plain vronden crcMg. A faded wreath of wild 
flowers lay on the rough Rod. There waa no inscription on the cross to 
tel] whose graviu it wua that lay in unLallo^wed ground, ju-st outside tho 
enclosure reserved for ■more worthy clay. 

Removing Jhis hat, the old man. raiHod liis brimming eyes to mine 
and spoke at lagt, huskily and tremblingly : 

" X'’ou do n^ut need to be told. Monsieur, what lies here. Obsen'e 
• They dog this grave close to the wall, here is where he wa.g 

nia4Jc to staud, the j-^awning pit of his own grave at hig feet. They 
laid eight rifle.s out there in the road. Four were loaded with ball 
cartridges, four with blanks. Eight w'hile-faced reservists, none of 
wltom had ever shot anything more important than a hare, took up the 
ritics. 

^'Then beneath that poplar, Paul embraced, mein farewell. His 
last words w&re i 

“' biome day Fmn’co wiH know that I died, not as a traitor or 
coward, but in protect against tyranny and evil, and for my faith in 
the future regeneration of mankind,’ 

" At his requaat they did not blind£old hun nor bind his hands. 
He faced thpm, Mourienrj with head held high, eyes shining. 

‘^Tho young lieutenant, formerly a provigjon merchant, faltered 
the coiTEnanda As be reached the fatal word ‘ Fire ! ’ I turned away 
my head, X'he volley was ragged, scattering, T feit ag though I had 
been pierced with u thousand bayonets. When at last I cguhl bear to 
raise my bead, the firing gq,uad was marching away. Tw'o other 
soldiers were filling the grave, 

T forced my steps back to this gpot aud wateh'cd tho men finish 
their work. One of them produced from hia liamow this little cross. 
There was a dispute. 

" ■ He should not have a cross. He was a traitor, a deserter, a 
coward 1 ’ criE^d One. 

Hesertor and traitor, maylie,’ said the other, 'but oowitrd, no. 
He dieil as no man dii;^ who is atraid. 1 say ho should have the 
cross.’ 

“The Cross was plaood. Sinco then I has^ coecue every Sunday 
with a little wreath of simple blossoms. Tlio town-sfolk humoijr me, 
knowing my sttachmE>nt Hqt to most of them Paul's name still 
stands for alt that is cowsjidly and treacherous. I wonder will it ever 
be otherwige I Will they ever understand \ 

‘ ‘ And you, Moneieur, what say you T %Vas this man a traitor__a 

fool—or a martyr 1 “ 
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Tyranny Triumphant. 

At \mt our TutcTs have fastened Compulaorj Military Service 
on the people. They have worked loog and patiently, and now 
have achieTed their aim. Wo shall be told it is only for the 
single men, but in the present docile tetnpor of the people we 
know that if the war continuts the married men will also be 
oouBcripted. It is no good boating about tho bush, lot ua faee 
the facta boldly. In the struggle hetweon the people and their 
rulers, the people have been badly beaton. The whole of the 
forces of tjiodern capitalist society—-the State, tlic Church, and 
the Rress-—have been mobilised against them, and, handicapped 
by their ignorance, it would have been surprising if tho people 
had not succumbed. The tactics of their eEsunoR were aimed 
at di-vidiug their ranks, and as they did net n odors tend the 
game that was being played, these tactics wero succ-essfub 
Instead of showing a united front, tho married men allowed 
themselves to be played off against the ainglo ones, in Lhe belief, 
which was carefully fostored, that if all the single moo, were 
nqueezed into the Army, iho married men would not be called 
on. As a writer put it in a weekly paper, tho niarried men 
were made to think that by attesting they would be getting out 
of the trenches and not into them. Xow they find they have 
been hninbugged and trapped. But their credulity has no 
limits, and the older men still hope to save thsmeelvea by 
agreeing to conscript ion for the young married men. 

'\Vhat these people do not understand is that OotiEcription 
for t(??. men waa definitely aimed at from the beginning ' but if 
that had been publicly stated, the opposition would have been 
too strong. Go the Goverument moved cautiously step by stop, 
tho Press playing the game nicely by creating an atmosphere 
suitable for the Government's purpose. When the Registration 
Bill w'aa introduced, many of us knew and said it was the 
prelude to Conscription ; but the Government flatly denied that 
it was intended for that purpose, and tile people accepted the 
Governmont^s denial. The result, however, has shown that it 
was a deliberate lie—the Registration Act was the foundation 
of the Military Sendee Act. 

Conscription ig the culminating point of the attack on the 
few liberties whieh the people had gained by generations of 
struggle against their rulers. The latter had made these 
concessions in times of popular revolt, but had always waited 
for the day when they could take them back again. The war 
haa given them this opportunity, and since it began they have 
orusked freedom of the Press, free speech, and freedom from 
arbitrary arrest. Under the Defence of the Jlealm regnlations, 
and merely by the order of wlmt is termed tho competeut 
military authonty/^ papers have been suppressed, publishers 
raided, and goods seized, and persona arrested and held in 
prison Vr-ithout any charge being made against them. Under 
the Munitions Act, the workers have been fag toned to their 
work ag with chains, and the few baixicra thgir Unions had 
raided againgt their employers swept away, leaving them at their 
mercy. Thia is the direct result of the servility of the people, 
who of recent years have begun to look on the State as their 
guardian angel, onnioas to do things for their welfare, 


Shakespeare sumg up the sitnation very nicely in * Julioe- 
Csjsar,^^ where he makes Cassius say :— 

And why should Csesar be ft tyrant then ? 

Poor man ! I know, he would not ba a wolf. 

But that he secs, the Romans are but sheep. 

As long As the people act in the servile manner they do, there- 
is little hope of a change. When the war is over,, and they' 
begin to realise how they havu been tricked and betrayed by 
those in whom they placed thair confidence, it is more than 
possible there will be an outburst, and blood may run in rivers 
here as it has on the Continent j but unless the people see things 
more clearly than they' do now, their fighting will be in vain, as 
they will simply'' put fresh rulers in the place of their old Ones. 
It is our task, as AnarchiatSs to break down their faith in the 
State and all Ibrma of government. It will bo a heavy tjwk, 
and we shall have to face bifcfor perEocution and oppoaitio-n 
ffom tho privileged classes, and evon from the people 
thomselvos; but it will have to be faced, and in our fight we 
ahall find many range tbemeelvcs on our sido whose eyes have 
been opened by this terrible war. Let us, then, prepare for 
this fight, and let onr idoftS bc put forward clearly, uoninchingly, 
and without eomproTuiSe. To struggle is to live, and the Joy of 
the struggle will be sufficient reward. 


THE GOVERNMENT AND IRELAND^ 


The imwillingnesfl of the Government to apply the Regiatra- 
tioo Act and the Military Service Act to Ireland baa cauaed muck 
comment id the Press, and many have been the reasons suggested 
for their action. The true cause is tlie hostility of tho Irish people 
to the Eritieh Government, which they have always regarded 
aa an alien Government. But if ihe Government have not applied 
the ectew directly, indirectly they have left no stone unturned to 
achieve their purpose. Their principal weapon has been money, 
and this Las been poured out like water to corrupt those whose 
iofluende was required. The irr9r/;ers’ Jiepiihliry, the fighting 
orgEm of the Irish Trade TJnioniBts, in its issue o! February 5, 
has an article dealing wdth this question, and speaks out very 
plainly. The writer says that ‘‘ to the propertied cloflees 
' Empiro ’ meant high dividends and financiai secoritys whereas 
to tho working class that meant only the things it was in 
Tobellioin against.” But of recent year^ the ties of solf-mteregt 
binding certain classes and individuals to the Empire have spread 
to a most astonishing degree^ “ until its ramiheationfi cover flie 
island. Like the spread of a foul disease-” The writer goes on 
to say :— 

“It would be almost inupossible to name a single class or 
section of the popufation not evilly affected by this social, 
political, and moral leprosy. 

“ Beginning with our Parliamentary representatives, we see 
men so poisoned by the evil association of Parliament and 
enervated with the unwonted Insury of a salary much greater 
than they could ever hope to enjoy in prlviifce life^ that they have 
instantly and completely abandoned alt the trsdifionfl of their 
poUtical party end become the mouthpieoea and defenders of 
an Tmperia), system their greatest leadem had never ceased to 
hold up to tho scorn of the world, 

“ We sec the ties of self-interest so poisoning thoea men that 
they beoDEue the foulest slanderers and enemies of all who stand 
for that unfettered Ireland to which they also onoe pled^ their 
hearti^t allegianoe. For the sake of £4(X) a year they berame 
Imperialists; for the sake of large travelling eipenses and 
I usurious living they beoomg lying recrniterB. 

“Corporation after oorporadon elected to adminiater onr 
towns and cities neglect their proper business, and make their 
city halls ^t^d town halls tha scene of attempts to stampede the 
youth ^ and m^ood of Ireland out of the country to die 
inglonoua deaths In foreign fields. . , , . 

, ® representative position so mean that 

the British Government will not pay some price for Ms Irish 
soul. Newspaper men sell their Irish aonls for Government 
advertisemontfl paid for at a lavish rate, pTofeseora sell their 
BOiJs tcir salanea Slid eipenses, clergymen sell ilieirs for jobs for 
their relatiTes, biiamess men seU their souls and become 
recruitets Irat they lose the custom ot Government oflEcisls In 
all the grades of Irish society the only section that hss not 
furnished even one apostate to the cause it had worked for in 
times of peate is that of the much hated and traduced miiir.ut 
Labour leaders. 

“ But if Ae miUtsat labour leaders of Irelaiid have not 

apostaGsed, the same cannot be said of the working claaa as a 
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whole. It ia with ahame and sorrow we aay it, hut the evil 
iohaeDce upoD large HccticniB of the Irish workiag claae of the 
bribes and promisee of the enem? cannot be denied. ..... 

“ For the sake of a few paltry shillings per week tbousanck 
of Irish workers have eoltl their country in the hour of their 
country's greatest need and greatest hope. For the sake of a 
few pshry ahiUingH aeparatioTj allowance thousands of Irish 
women have made life miserable for their husbands with 
entreaties to Join the British Army. For the sake of a few 
paltry shillings separation allowance thoueanris of young Iiish 
girls have rushed into matrimony with yonng Irish traitors who 
in full knowledge of the hopes of Nationaliat Ireland had enlisted 
in the Army that England keeps here to sLanghter Irish patriots. 

“ For what ia the reason for the presence of the English army 
in this country? The sole reason for the presence of such 
soldiers in Dublin, in Ireland, is that they may be used to cut the 
throats of Irish men and women ehnuld we dare demand fur 
Ireland what the British Government is pretending to fight for 
in Belgium. ..... 

‘^Tho British Goyernment stands in the market places and 
streets of Ireland buying, buying, buying the of the men 
and women, the boys and the girle, whom ambition, or greed, or 
passion p or vicOf or poverty, or iguorauce makes weak enough to 
listen to its fleductionSt” 

It is refreshing to read sneh rebellious ontspokenneaa 
nowadays, when the workera of these islands are pouring out 
their blood to protect the Interests of their rulers, who in times 
of “ peace have robbed and eiploited them, and used them as 
their tools in time of war. "^Ye regret, however, that the 
Re^tiblii should print atticlea glorifying the German 
Government’s power of organiaation. There is no hope for the 
workers in any Government, and if the Irish look Jot German 
help to gain their freedom from the British Govermnent, we 
would remind them of the fable of the liorae who sought the aid 
of man against a wild boar. W'hen the man, mounted on the 
horse’s back, had killed the boar, he said to the horse, “ I am 
glad that I gavo assistance at your entreaties,fori have captured 
a prey, and have learned how useful yon are,’^ and so compelled 
him, unwilling as he wag, to submit to tho rein. It is known 
that the German Oovemment were wdlling to help Carson and 
hia gang j ust previous to the outbreak of the war, and Irish 
w'orkors know that Carson ig one of their bitterest enemies. I>et 
the Irish workers avoiil GoTOxnraenta at all costs- 


The Clyde Workers^ 


The workers ou the Clyde are still in the fight. During the 
past mouth the irrjr?<er, the organ of the Clyde Workers^ 
Uommittee, baa been sup pressed and three of the leading gpirite 
arrests. Also John McLean, the ex-scboolmaster, who hag 
already been imprisoned under the Defonco of tko Realm Act, 
has been again arrested upon a similar charge. Bail was 
refused, and he was handed over to the Tnilitary authorities at 
Edinburgh. The Clyde workera, however, demanded his release 
and ft trial by a Civil Court. Thgir demand was, moreover, 
backed up by a stoppage of work in more than one munition 
centre, and MeLcan was handed over by the military authorities 
to the civil authorities, who released him upon £100 bail, which 
Tvas paid by the workers. This is good and inspiring, as 
showing the spirit actusting the Clyde workers. The spirit of 
revolt is growing there, and wc hope it will be directed towards 
the nUiinate gaining of liberty by all the workers. 


A Warning from the Past, 


“ Ar6tfira?*y pflU’cr ftus neldom or nerer fieca introduced into 
any eottntfy af ohcc. H muaf ha traf-rcui'HC-iiJ hy 
and rtg it irere hy atep, feat tJm people should we its 
apfproach^ The fcarriera and /cueca of the peo^pie^s liberty 
fnifst he p^iiclced one by one, and acme p?aw.ai&fe pretencej? 
umsd- he found for remating or hoodwinhing, ofie after another^ 
those aenfrics ^eho ore posied by the conetitution ■ of a fi'ee- 
e<yantry for ^cetmiTip people of their danger. IFA^n 
preparati/ry steps are once Wiode, the peopie may then indeed^ 
ttitdt regreti see siattry and flrtitrnfv/ poirer lonj 

strides or^ tlieir ?ofida; 6iif it wifi he too late to of 

precentinjf or avoiding the impending rwi-nJ’ 

Lord OhesterJield (1C91-1773). 


RESISTING REGISTRATION, 


At the Hull Police Court on Febmary 21 Alfred Kitson,. 
joiner, laarried, was brought up in custody on a charge of 
refusing to fill up a Registration Paper under the PLftgiatiation 
Act. He had made the following statement ou his form ;— 

** 1 refuse to give yon any information, I do not believe 
in slaying my fellow men, and will mt have part or lot in 
the making of munitions of war. I am a free mnn, and 
therefore refuse to register myself ag a slave. 1 have no more 
faith in you than I have in the Kaiser. You all believe in 
murder and robbery, and you will not give justice to the- 
workers of our land in times of peace. Yt>u niaka the wars, 
so fight them yoor&elvea. I have had nothing to do with the 
foreign policy, never having voted tor any representative in 
Purliainent. You may do aa you like; but I refuse to assist 
you.'"^ 

The defendant waa gnnimoued on the EJimo charge on February 4, 
but ho failed to appear, and was arrested under warrant. 

The Magistrate pressed the defendant to comply with the 
Act and thus avoid any further trouble. Other people were 
complying with the law, and it was aim ply stupid to refuse. 

Kitson made a lengthy speech in defence of his action.. 
Ever aince he had begun to tbiuk, he .said, he had come to the 
conclufiion that p11 was not right in this [joiiutry, and he had 
gradually evolved the idea that the la.w of the country was 
not justj but that it acquiesces in a system of robbery of the 
va.st majority of the people. The law was based on coercion, 
and when he received the application to lilL up this form he 
asked hitnself why should he, a freeborn Englishman, fill in 
forms for people in whom he had no faith, and who did not 
believe in freedom; for men who did not believe injustice and 
the principles of righteousneag and truth that he valued more 
than life itself. Although it was eiplftined that the Registration 
was not intended to be made use of fur military purposes, he 
foresaw that it was so intended, and later eventa bad proved 
that he was right. People said we must comply with law and 
order, but he had cotno to the conclusion that there wore two 
kinds of law and order* There was the law and order bo^edon 
coercion, which produced absolute misery, rohbe'ry, and murder, 
and there was the law and ordar based upon individual 
character and conscience, the result of teaching that was higher 
than man-made law, and was the fruit of rcligioug conviction* 
Ho had decided that he could only submit to that form of law 
which is based upon righteousness, truth, atiJ justice. 

Kitson further staled that as a result of proceedings sncli 
B& were now being rwloptel in this country, the vast majority 
of the German work tug people^ who believed in international 
Bolidarity, had been stamped eel iuto war. TSiey had been 
redneed to the level of autotnatic machines disciplined to do the 
bidding of other men without thinking for themselves, and tbia 
Registration Act waa the first step towards a similar state of 
things in this country. An honest man could not do other than 
leaiat etich a development to the utmost of hig power, relying 
upon the dictates of iiis own conscience. Only by more and 
more men of all countries taking np this attitude would the 
horrors of militarism be brought to an end, it wag the firgt 
step in ft system of regimentation to which he abgohitoly refused 
to be a party, and rather than take a hand in it ho would be 
prepared! to spend the rest of hie life id gaol. If tho Magistrate 
were to give his verdict as an honest man and not in hia 
official capacity as a magistrate, he would have to admit there 
was no cas-o against him. He wfts an honest working man, 
entiirely innocent of doing any wrong either to his own or to 
any other nian^s country. 

The Magistrate explained that he wag there to admiBlfiter 
the law, and appealed to the defendant again to settle the matter 
by filling up the form. (Kitaon ^ “1 thought you were here to 
administor juBtice,^^) M'e are guided by the law of the land. 
If yon want to do right you will fill up this form. (Kitson : 

It is. not right.'''! 1 older man than you. Let ma give 

you my advice* My advice is fill up this form* You are simply 
trying to carry out as a citizen the law of the land, If you still 
refnae I must aimply administer the law and infiict the- 
penalty.” 

The defendant persisted in his refnsal tor the reasons he had 
already explained, whereupon the Magistrate inflicted a fine of 
£2 29 . 

Kitson refused to pay the fine, and was therefore committed- 
to prison for 29 days. 
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THE BRIDGE BUILDERS* LETTERS TO AK AMERICAN COMRADE, 


March 2^ day of ill omen to all liberty-I otcte^ is dOtf With 
us^ It haa broaght yictory to our oppressors^, and defeat to 
those whose voices have been raised in defence of freedoinr The 
dawn of this sinister day has meant little or nothing to the 
great inasa of the people, whose lack of imagination prevented 
them grasping the fall significance of the Military Service Act. 
They do not see that wo have lost something that cannot ho 
regained without actual revolution. They cannot grasp the 
abject servility that makes a man take the line of least resist¬ 
ance, and, rather than refuse to obey a law which should outrage 
every moral fibre of his being, passively allow him&elf to be 
toarched and conn ter-marched, aild shoulder a rifie meant for 
the murder of a brother man. Sc much caster thisj the 
surrendering of his will to fiomc opgtart bully in authority^ the 
donning of the King's nniform—fit emblem of flunkeyism' — 
the long nighta in the trenches^ the discomfortSj the uncer¬ 
tain tie Rj, suspense,, and risk—all these things count for htlle to 
the Knglishinan, whose respect for law and authority has become 
a byword with the nations. 

Xothing is worth the sacrifice of one’s manhood. Yet what 
is the end that will crown this quiet acceptance of an odious 
law? Only a few more slaughtered milliune and ruined homea^ 
•despairing women, and wealth destroyed. Only •chaos at last 
when all itcconot^ nre aettled up and the re-Rpective armies pack 
up their kits and, broken and Tiiinod^ return home. Xot on the 
field of battle the victory, lint in tlie homeland whore we were 
wont to swagger and boast our liberty- hero over the remnants 
-of Our freedom^ here d'O the forces of reaction make holiday and 
•oiir Government celebrate its internal victory. Then t-o those 
who see at last will come the real fight to be fought—the line 
of least resistance will serve no longer, freedom must be 
reconqnered and manhood regained. Disobedience must then 
become the highest duty of each, and the laws that bind us as 
with bands of steel be defied and broken. 

To AnarchiotSj who hsi veal ways insisted upon the immorality 
of M.11 man-tiiadelaw, the peHod through which we are passing is 
■one of unbroken tragedy. But they have seen in the post the 
almost unheeded •encroachment upon our liberties, and knew that 
when the Government felt itself strong enough the net Would be 
spread. That the victirns have been hauled in K) quietly speahs 
in nth for the cre<iulity of the huinau race. The lying Press, 
the patriot-mongers, and the Labour huninaries—this treacherous 
trinity has befooled, flattered^ and finally trapp^ed those who 
normally would have refused to countenance war. And so, one 
by one, those who would have resisted have fallen, away^ have 
foresworn tbeir ideals, and signed away their freedom^ thinking 
perhaps that one man Can do but little against all the forces of 
Law and reaction. But it is just that one thing that matters^ 
that each person Conscious of wrong does not help to minimise 
the evil by joining and aiding the wrongdoers, even though 
expediency is on his side. Only active resistance conntSj 
whether it be that of a solitary individual or the growing 
number that are inspired by his sturdy opposition. A’crf/iinc at 
a?? can ^ranetion vr CMnae the failure to de/eiid our freedom, 
■\Ve stand in opposition to the Military Service Act because of 
the abject slavery it involves, despite the defection of those who 
would not face the Coming light against our oppr^cssors. Tons 
the future is dark with the menace of further tyranny, but we 
ate pledged to resist to the end, to stand steadfast in the faith 
that our c.iubo will grow', As Olive Schreiner puts it so 
beautifully in “Three Dreams in a Deeert”^— 

" I hear a ^und of feet, a thousand times ten thousand and 
thousands of thonsands^. and they beat tbis way t ... * They 
nre the feet of those that shall follow you. Lead on! make a 
track to the water’s edge [ Where you Rtand new, the ground 
will bo beaten flat b}' ten thousand times ten thousand feet. 
Have yon seen the locusta how they cross a stream? First one 
comes down to the water-edgCj and it is swept away, and then 
another comes and then another, and thon another, and at last 
with thoir bodies pilled up a bridge is built and the rest pass 
over, . , H . Andj of those that come firatj some are swept away, 
*nd are heard of no more; their bodies do not even build the 
bridge. . , ♦ . And what of that ? . . . , They make a track 
to the w'atcr’'a edge. .... Over that bridge which shall be 
built with our bodi^qa, who wilt pass? . . . + The entire human 
mce/^ 
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London, February 23,1916. 

Deae Comeadb,— 

I haven^t heard from you yet, so either yoti are faithless to 
yonr promise, or else our fatherly friend the Censor thought tny 
letter really too true to be good and Suppressed it. Indeed we 
feel Very Bappreased over here, just now; luckily tliero ia a good 
deal of Suppressed anger knocking about which may unsuppresa 
itself one day; let’s hope so. 

The Compalsion Act Tribunals are in fall blast and are V 
really the last touch of bitter sarcasm on the fact—as we are 
told [—that this noble nation is fighting for freedom I Fightiog 
to down PruBBianigm ! The tribunals, as you doubtless knoWj 
hove been set up to decide which of the unmarried men shall 
and which shall not be compelled to go to the war. They are 
civilian bodies^ aided by military ad vigors; yon know what that 
means. The long and the short of the whole thing ia just thia^ 
that we are living under a military despotisin. The Man of 
"War rules ue with a sword, and is in Jiig turn ruleil by his 
employer, the Man of Money. It's the old trinity over again, 
the market, the Church, and the parade ground. 

I wish I could write more cheerfully, my friend, bnb I don't 
think I’ve ever felt so miserable over alTairg, as I do now. Is 
there not cause to be wretched ? Cause to despair about ? 
Almost^ but nob quite, for atuid. the gloom and horror there are 
tt few sparks of hope, which may kindle into fires that will warm 
all our hearts. They need warming. 

The thing that has hit me hardest personally is the falling 
away of several friendSj who have been poisoneii by this patriotic 
apw-ifj which has done more hurt to men and women than all the 
iiito.Kieating liquors ever sold. They shut np the pubs at 9.30, 
but patriotic spirit shops are in full blast all day, and as late 
at night as they care tq be. This patri'Otic fervour is a 
venoriioua disease ; it blinds clear sight, deadens clear hearing, 
stupefies the brain^ demoralises the whole ay stem. “ Whatever 
my country does is right/' shouts Mr. Panting Patriot; yes, 
even when it does what we curse others for doing! 

Patriotism hands its victims over to the despots ag ready 
tools! Bo patriotic E Oh, be patriotic and fight,, or help 
others to fight ; be patriotic an^d obey blindfold and believe 
blindfold, go where and do what you are bidden to do 1 Oh, 
cneration of patriotic foolg! Pouring out your blood in 
attling for you know not what^, ftacl fighting to rivet your 
chains tbe more tightly. 

Why pour out all this on T/ottr devoted head ? Because I 
feel that way. If you don^t like it, drop it in the waste-paper 
basket^ that^s easy. 

And. what about these sparks o£ hope^ you aak ? Well, one 
of them is thisi Our rnlera have gone stark, staring mad, 1 
do verily believe. They are drunk with power, and in their 
drunken folly they are overdoing it. Hnlers can fool the people 
up to a certain point, no farther; that i& the danger point for 
them, it may be salvation point for U3, Our rulers seem to be 
lying now lor the mere fun of deceiving; they are not content 
with taking from na all they need, but finding how easy it is to 
rob us of our little freedom, they are taking our all. There is a 
spirit of hatred and disgust beginning to spread among the 
workers al. last; it may grow to a head, explode, bW.c ! ^And 
then the whole damned sham of government for the people, by 
the people, will be blown to hell, where it was bred. The 
worker knows more and thinks more to-day than ever he did 
before. Among other things he knows non?, at last_, is that 
political Labour leaders are^ consciously or unconscionsly, the 
beat friends the capitalist possesses; ho knows that all politics 
Eire deadly poison to freedom : he knowg that State Socialism is 
nqw being tested and found wanting; bo knows that he mu at 
depend upon himself! Everything and most everybody he has 
tnigtcd ia failing him, and his will soon be the desfjeration of 
despair. To whom wilt he turn in his rage ? To ns, I believe, 
for he knows that what we have told him has proved tme! 
Every hour the truth of our faith grows more distinct, more 
compelling, more full of hope for all men and women who work. 

Of course, the despots do all they can to shut our mouths, but_ 

we shall see. A^ith the anmmer will come a horror of slaughter 
that will,. I believe, eicfeijt the people. They will begin to ask 
for what salvation is this baptism qf blood ? And they will feet 
that the only true answer is that there is no salvation for the 
worker unless ho takes hig own affairs into his own hands. 
This War is a horror; hnt the war to come will be a death blow 
to those who have engineered and are profiting by this nresent 
bloody strife. 

I dcn t know whether I am conveying to you anything of 
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-what 1 feC'l; I hope eo, and I hope you On your aide of the aeft 
Trill, put up El sturdy fight ftgftinat the militaristn which 
Roosevelt and others are desirous of eadtiling on your tacts. 
YonVe seen aornetbiug of what it inoaiia in Kuropo! For 
freed om''a sake keep the Slates free of it. All I nek,—Yours, 

W. T. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE IPREVBNTION OF WARS. 

(Jto Mfi h'ditv^ f>f Fueeboh.) 

DsAa Siap™Iii the February issue of Fkhedom, friend John 
TamlyUj lu hit? eTOBlIent article (“Will Scioone Abolish War?'''), 
asserts that so lonjf as espoitation Jica at the bsiaa there can be no 
peace." In other wards, the only way to prevout wars is to stop 
e^ploibation. Perhups you wilE allow tqc a little spEioo to discuss thin. 

I am in ajiji’reoiiieD.t with Air. Tamlyn as to the root cauise of 
modem warfare—it is (hb he aflyie) expluitatiou. The pretent-day 
inflatiem of arinaiDents can only exist because the result of labour, 
beyond a pittance for the labourert is diverted into the pockets uf those 
who already have more than they can Hpand. The resultant ^^■staviQga 
are lent to Govern men ts (at a percentage—obtained again from 
labour !) who devote them in the main to the building of navies and 
the maintenance of armicM, The Hugeness of modern hgbtiog 
machines is thus seen to be due to exploitation (no one ivould oontond 
that taxation of the rich pruTidos iLo moaua), 

Further, the lack of purohaaing power, ffom which the workers 
sufier, renders it unprofitable for more tban a certain annount of the 
above-mentioned savingsto be used us capital at homer Interest 
would fall ii) ratjo, and that would never do ! The surplus theiefoire 
goejs to the financing of syndicates, whose purpose is to obtuin 
ooDocssioDS iu foreign luarhotii, where native '' labour permits of much 
profit. The scramble for the exploita^tion of these markets aod tho 
rivalry angiendered thereby result in iuLernaGonai dLspubss and the 
growth of militarism and armamects^ with war always hovering 
around. 

Thus esploittttioji of labour at home produces the root motive for 
modern wars, at the same time providiitg the huge machines used to 
wage the wara. 

Nevertheless I disagree with friend Tamlyn'a ikSKartion that peace 
cannot bo till esploitatiou disappears. I>Kirable as the abolition of our 
present economic systom may bs^ I am of opinion that at the present 
Juncture we can gain moro by uniting to secure democratic control of 
foreign policy than by wrongliag over the best way to crush the 
oapttalifib. VV'ar and militarism are the common foes of all who aim at 
human woll-being. Thwie foes prevent aii growth towards freedom* 
hence we must smiLe them before we C3n hope to proceed further on 
otir read. 

Popular concnpl of foreign policy means the abolition of secrecy in 
diplomacy. The economic grip cn foreign alhiirs will be ijupossiblo 
when the people jiaciirB control. Only under the veil of secrecy dare 
the financiers carry oat their schemas. Thin war—this “last 
experiment "—has eh own up the evils of Eflcrot class diplomacy with its 
lack of elTective intereKt iu popular ideals. 

Let us at any price secure publicity' and abolish the g^p nf ^he 
cliques, and we shall be in a fair way towards) an euduiiug—if not a 
permanent—peace. With the Governments unpovorishod and the 
peoplea awakened* we shall have rt^ a decade in which to fight for 
frewom and well-being. 

On the other hand, if wo ignore the diplomatic ceu^ of wars, we 
ehatl fail to overthrow the economic enemy* os wo aro too diviiied in 
our economic aima to achieve much, and meantime “ clique control" of 
the diplomatic mocblno Trill He increased. 

Even when an idaol economic ay-stem ia attained it will be 
desirable to hold inter-communal and inter national conferences ; and 
the democratisation of foreign policy will* beside^ rendering the 
economic causes of war inoperative, help to pave the way towards these 
future world oonferenoes. 

In a nutfthell, my point is that all reformers and revolutionaries 
should unite at the present critical time in order to render itimpoBsibJe 
in future for the ccoDomic causes of war to opsrato through diplomacy. 
When this object is attained, Communists, ludividualists, Oollectiviefis, 
and all the other brands of revolution and reform will be free to fight 
each other besides the ConiservaGves, till in the end between them they 
succeed in ernshing the capitalist,—Yours, etc. 

CuAkleb D. Kmo. 

['* I>emocrfl,tic control of foreign policy" is a wilb'o-the-wiap, like 
democratic control uf other things. F-m^sign policy in etmplj coDcerncd 
with Bharing in the exploitatioD of other roce.^. We wbh to abolish 
exploitation at home and abroad, not to '^control" it* whether 
democratically or otherwise,—Ed. Fkbedom.] 

A SUGGESTION FKOM AMERICA. 

(2b the ^liiEor of Frueooji.) 

Deati Com iiADE,—Greeting. Aly dear old comrades at Home 
Colony* Washington, send me your paper, Fheeixim* and many others, 
which I peruK with much pleoKure and profit. FLno timea thoee for 
u& Aaarcliiste, How beautifully our diagnosis of oflkirs le being 
vindicated the world over I 


1 am writing for the purpcise of making a auggrs'.lor, which f 
hope inay bear fruit. Rut beforu giving you the dotaiJa, I jihall tell 
you in a few words how- we made the idea work hero in Lincoln in 
cormesetion with another movement. 

Several weeks ago* the famous evangelist Filly Sunday spent 
some seven weeks preaehmg in Nebraska. His sermons were printed 
in all papers. He ™vJvcd the old idea of literal liell* which had been 
passing out of people’s minds. Minor revivals were atartisd up every- 
vrhere an/l mLmk “ Sundays ” sprang up in every town. Lincoln start^ 
to get the fevnar. Lincoln ia a city of superstition uhope (sointtimea 
qall^ churches ”)‘ I made up my mind f would make it Imrd 
aleiiding for the spintual imps. So I had primed at rny own expense 
many thousands of the bills such as I enclose, and deuvered these to 
every home in the city* house to house-; left thoni in buggies, aatos, and 
in stores j gave them Uj ohildrE^n to hand to their teachers ; put them 
under church doors, ho tbe tuxton might certainly get one, etc,, etc. 
As a result, T ha-vo already si^c-n a number of revival attempts fail 
completely. Mo much for tbo direct methods of Anarchy. 

When the war dieses, or before* I suggest that the cities in all the 
waiving iiatioua be in this manner literally plasteretl with bills, 
demanding that tdi tmr delis le repttdiated / The idea could bo 
ainplitiisd as you on'the ground might deem wise, Tliero !.■> ni;) other 
solution possible. If the stupendous war costs are Itjaded on the 
people, Europe will gimpEy perish, and the w'orfcers will by reduced to 
such servitude that they will have nut vitality enough to free 
themselves from it.—VouEa for thy llyvolution, 

Liucoln, Nyb. G. Y. TiroitsE. 


The Fox Without a Tail, 


[“The keeuest i:)f tecruitiug agents ate ths wounded soldiers 
from the Front—especially those who have lost a limb.'''— Faper. 
This phenomenon bos been aptly explained by -diilsop in his well-known 
fable, “ The Fox AVithoufc a TailJ'] 

A Fox being caught iu a trap, WaH glad to compound for hi? neck 
by leaving hix tail behind him; but ufxin coming abroad into the world* 
be began to be bo sensibile of the disgrace such a defect would bring 
upon him, that he almost wLsbed be had died rather than come away 
without it. However, rwiolving to make thy best of a bad matter, he 
called a meeting of tbu rest of the Fuxes, and proposed that all Hhould 
follow biH example. “ You have no notion,'’ said he,of tbo oobe and 
comfoirt:. with which 1 now move about I could never have believod it 
if I had not tried it myRcIf; but really, when one comee. to reason upon 
it* a tail ia such an ugly* incunVoniODt, unnOceSaary appendage, that the 
only wonder id that, as B'oxas, wo could hnvo put up with, it ho long. I 
propu^e, tberBfure, my worthy brethren, that you all profit by the 
exporfence Lhat I am most willing to alford you, anJ that ail Foxos 
from thin day lurward cUt ofT tiiOir tSiJs." Upon this OuO of tho nldost 
stepped forward, and uaid* 1 rather think, my friend, that you would 
not have advitod US to part with our tails, if there were any ebanes of 
rMovoring your own." 


Praparing CI^ss 1936,” 


Livst summer the following note appeared in the ofScial French 
Parliamentary-journal, the Journal 

“ M. Girad demanded from the Minister of War what bad been 
done with the information gathered regirding the pieparation of the 
Oioas 193C* and whether the eyetaius uf pertnia-Hiunji suitable for our 
soldiers shown in it shall soon be put into praotice.'" M. ALillerand, 
tho Minister of War, answered that “ permissions were immediately 
to be issued." 

To the uninitiated, who do not know what the Class ia, the 

question and answer will convey nothing* Tho Class 1936 15 the 
children to be horn this year, and who will conaequently be 20 years 
old in ld3fi* and thus liable for military training; and tho 
permissions’’are to enable the French apldiere to visit their homes 
and their wives and ewaothearls to prepora this Class. Tbis is 
another of those "military neccBrntiaa’’ that wa hear ao much of 
nowadays* Not much of tho glamour oF love" in this.— 
h'edaratiisoiist, 


" What Are We Fighting For ?" 


What are we fighting for, if w* are to jettison all our liberties 
un-BbyoBfi.; Gra-t, the freedom of the Press, then the freedom of the 
platform, then open Courts of Justicei next trial by jury, next by the 
censorship of news and o[nnioBS by a Government that never 
appreciates the blessed 14;ht of publicity. If we aro getting rid of alt 
these liberties one by on&* I do not know for what w& are fighting. I 
thought the whole object of this war was to preeervo these lihartieft. t 
aak, U it for this we are sacrificing the Qowor of England's manhood J 
LB It fer this we are squandeving the nation^a resources* the stored 
comforts of her people, and the garnered products of her industry ? I 
want to know bow much better ofiT we should 'be* even if we went to 
war, if we Germanise our mstitutions f What shall it profit us if wo 
gain the whole victory and lose the priv.e ws are fighting for ^ ”— 
Sir 17. Byles, in Iloiim c/ Umwnwrw, 
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international modern school. 

With Furth&r ref’Sre'Tiice Qur uotd in list moDtb'e FKiiEtnOM re wx" 
bau^g comjHjlleJ relLacj^uiab AaLburEon HouWj are now able U> 
furnish Fobruary^a GuiLcial account for the bene&t of aympathkiug 
comrades and thoao achol&rs who failed to atteod ojr last gaLhei'ing. 

FebrEiary'g income: School, 13e. 8d.; Eruoat HijmpliToyp Cd.; 
Special Duoation, £1 ; IL Blacky Si .; per W. Ruderuianp He. Gd. It 
was decided by th^ School to band over the balance, after paying 
liabilities, to the Auti-ConBcriptioD Jpeague—^£1 l&, lOjd. This boa 
been done. Jimmy, 


PROPOSED COMMUNIST COLONY, 

There ie little to report conDernLiQg the proposed Communist 
Colony. A farm han baen oUered at a Fair rental, but the condition of 
the ruads bsB projected comt-adea from Yiewin^ it. Frogrees will be 
reported later. Can any render supply informatiou about any literature 
dealing with Communist Colonies H, Baines, 


MONTHLY AOKNOWLRDOMENtS. 


(Ffibraarj 4—‘llarch 2.) 

FSEanou Guaraniee .A. MiLtiai^a iJi, A. Welfe 6d,FE!lLX lOii, II. Caucroa 

2a '6iJ, E. Hamphrs^e fri, J. Itatiiraa 2a, W. D. ikll^rk Si Sd, E. Michaels 
la, T. 5. '29 J. Fisher J/nrs-b Heust (aociala aod aale ot 

nnd llt^rctkiire}, we^k ending JuniMry 25, Ifls fill;: Frhtaniy S, 
2 b lOd: Febraa^ 12,. 13& 4d: Fibruarj 19, 10 b fldj Febraary 26, 0 b 2lj 
iiiea'ibeTs’ apbaivriislicnis iFebfnarj'h 19*, 

FaSKOoU —A. MattiBoa li Gd, C. Whiting la hi, A WUherB 

■tB aj, ai. ISei’k Ss, R. Alilingtoii 1« fliii, K. OelTert la 6il, A. KeynoWa 
Is 0J, A. i^Enlih la Hd, W, D. Selkirk is 0iL 
/^olffttel PriscrUf.fs' J'litjd.—£. Bunaphreya Bd^ F. CroirsJ^y Sa, 


IVTai^sH House, 

Thurdiy, March —DiRcusalon,'* That Capital is not Inleruntional; 
upener, B, Ccrio. 

Saturday, Miirch 11—'Gtainaphosio Concert, Canciug ae neuaL 
Thursday, March 16 —DiBcussiojQ. 

Saturday^ March IS—Whiat Drirs. CoUaction. Pmas. Dancing as 
iisnal. 

Tbureday, March 23—Dh^uj^io'Dr 

liivery Sunday, Social and Dance^ p.m. Collection. 

Tfa Li^erary^ and thi Pamphiet Jr^nnd, 

In future the booke in Marsh Hdueo Library may he borrowed 
en Sunday evouiuga on payment of Id. per Yolume. Librariau - 
E, Michael?. The proeeedB will go towards the reprinting ef pamphlete, 
Presents of suitable books will be much appreciated.* 

Modern Science and Anarchism. 

By Pf.ter Kkoi^tkis. 

112 pagea; Paper CWers^ Gd. net; postage, lj|d- 
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